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Greetings and Godôs blessings! 
 
There is news from our Southeast 
Michigan Synod. At our May Synod 
Assembly Pastor Donald Kreiss was 
elected Bishop.  Pastor Kreiss comes to us 
from Antioch Lutheran church in 
Farmington Hills where for the past thirteen 
years he served as Senior Pastor.  Our 
new Bishop will assume his duties on 
August 1

st
. A service of Installation will be 

held on September 24
th

.   Let us pray for 
Bishop Kreiss as he begins to face the 
many challenges of our Synod.  
 
During the time between Bishops our 
synod has been served by Interim Bishop 
Kenneth Olsen.  At the end of the 
Assembly Bishop Olsen gave his final 
report on the state of the church.  It was 
one the most honest and candid 
presentations I have ever heard from a 
Bishop.  Ken made it very clear that our 
Synod is losing ground.  We have many 
congregations that are in rapid decline, 
while others are treading water.  He went 
on to state that the days are long past 
when a congregation could grow by just 
inviting people to come to church.  We 
have to demonstrate, by our actions 
outside of our buildings, why it is important 
that people should worship with us. 
 
In others words we have to reach out to 
our community as never before if we hope 
to remain a growing congregation.   

In order to do this we need to have strong 
faith; for any attempt at reaching out must 
come   first from our own belief in the 
ñGood Newsò of Jesus Christ. 
 
So Iôm asking all of us to begin to wrestle 
with two questions; 
 
1.  Do we know what we believe? 
 
2.  Do we believe what we know? 
 
Iôll talk more about these questions in the 
coming months.  Enjoy the summer. 
 
Peace,  PM 

 

**************************  

 

Upcoming July Events: 
July 4:         4 th of July ¦ office closed 

July 17:       White Water Rafting  
 

Summer Worship Schedule:  
Saturday Worship at 5:00 p.m. 
One Sunday Service at 9:30 a.m. through 
Labor Day weekend. 
 

Summer Church Office Hours:  
Monday through Thursday, 8am ï 4pm 

 

 

 

We need your help!  
 

There will be a need for housing for four 

Day Camp Counselors during the week 

of VBS & Day Camp; 

from August 1
st

 ï 5th.  Thank you!  
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Worship Themes and Lessons for  

July 2011 

 

July 2-3 
Theme ï I do it all for Him!   
Lessons - Genesis 13:14-18 Psalm 46 Key 
Text ï Key Text  Romans 15:13-22 
Matthew 11:16-20 
Prayer of the Day 
Lord, help us to trust that you accept us as 
we are, that we may be done with self-
condemnation and self-pity, and accept 
ourselves.  Help us to accept you as you 
are, Lord: mysterious ï hidden ï strange ï 
unknowable; and yet trust that your 
madness is wiser than our timid self-
seeking sanities and that nothing youôve 
ever done has really been possible, so we 
may dare to be a little mad too. In the 
name of Jesus ï Amen. 
 

July 9-10  
Theme ï Thereôs a stranglehold on our 
faith. 
Lessons ï Key Text - Genesis 25:21-26 
Psalm 119:105-112 Romans 8:1-11 
Matthew 13:18-23 
Prayer of the Day 
O Lord, release through  us a flow  of 
mercy and gentleness that will bring water 
where there is desert, healing where there 
is hurt, peace where there is violence, 
beauty where there is ugliness, justice 
where there is brokenness, and beginnings 
where there are dead-ends. Renew our 
faith that you are God beyond our grasp, 
but within our reach; past our knowing but 
within our searching.  Give us songs for 
our journey and a sense of your kingdom.  
In the name of Jesus ï Amen.  
 

July 16-17 
Theme ï Jacob you really blew it this time! 
Lessons ï Key Text ï Genesis28:10-19a 
Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24 
Romans 8:18-25 Matthew 13:24-30 
Prayer of the Day 
O Lord, our foolishness often leads to: 
broken dreams, broken relationships, 
broken bodies and broken hearts. Lord 

remind us that you do not despise our 
foolishness and you did not mean for us 
only dust and darkness but dancing life 
and silver starlight.  In the name of Jesus - 
Amen. 
 

July 23-24 
Theme ï In the end God makes it right. 
Lessons ï Key text - Genesis 32:9-13, 24-
28 Psalm 128 Romans 8:28-39 Matthew 
13:45-52 
Prayer of the Day 
O God this is a hard time, a season of 
confusion, a frantic rush to fill our closets, 
our schedules, and our minds, only to find 
ourselves empty.  Give us hope Lord, and 
remind us of your steady power and 
gracious purposes that we may live fully.  
Renew our faith that the earth is not 
destined for dust and darkness, but for 
frolicking life and deep joy that, being set 
free from our anxiety for the future we may 
take the risks to love today.  In the name of 
Jesus - Amen  

July 30-31 
Theme ï And they all lived happily ever 
after!  
Lessons ï Key Text - Genesis 33:1-11 
Psalm 17:1-10, 15 Romans 9:1-5 Matthew 
14:13-21 
Prayer of the Day 
Lord. Because of your mercy and grace we 
are thankful to be alive, thankful for those 
times when the rhythms of life catch the 
cadences of your kingdom, when there is a 
lightening in us for a moment, when the 
creep of courage allows us to dare to serve 
the gifts you have put in us,  thankful for 
the neighbors you have put beside us; 
thankful for the surge of determination to 
accept difficulty not as an excuse for 
passivity, but as a goad to creativity, as the 
door to abundant life, and the seed of 
peace the world cannot take away. In the 
name of Jesus - Amen   
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VOLU NTEER MINISTERS SCHEDULE 

FOR COUNTERS 

Month: JULY 2011  
 

7/3   ï Volunteer Please 
7/10 ï Steve Springstubbe & Marie     
           Germundson 
7/17 ï Dave & Ryan Dau 
7/24 ï Don & Sue Schwartz 
7/31 ï Debra Thompson, Ron Weyersberg 
 

DID YOU KNOW...  
Our Fello wship Hall is available to rent 

for your graduation 

parties, bridal or baby 

showers, family 

reunions, etc.?  

Members and non -

members alike can rent our space 

(kitchen facilities included) for a very 

reasonable fee.  Call the church office 

at 586 -752 -4588 f or details!  

**************************  

 
Meijer Community Rewards for  

MAY  2011 - $39.45  
 

YTD for 2011:  $ 126.67  
NOTE :  Purchases made at 

meijer.com, Meijer gas stations and 
convenience stores will now be 

included (must pay inside gas station.)  
Thank you, Shoppers! 

 

**************************  

Thank you for saving your pop can 

tabs!  This fundraiser is for the 

purchase of kidney machines.  Over 

302.5  lbs . have been collected since 
we began in February 2007!  

**************************  

The òLeonieó film is now completed 
and a local premiere will be on August 

1, 2011 at the Emagine Theatre in 
Novi.  Tickets online only at 

www.emagine - entertainment.com  

Church Group  ð Meets at 12:30pm on 
the first Wednesday of the month at the 
church.  
Please feel 
welcome to 
attend  Bible 
study  at any 
time.  For more 
information, call 
Martha Kegler at 
586 - 784 - 5439.  
LOVE Day ð Meets 9am - 3pm on the 
second Tuesday  of the month in the 
church basement.   Contact Leona 
Thorman at 810 - 798 - 8532.  
LOVE Day II ð Meets 8am ð 12pm on the 
first  Wednesday  of the month in the 
church basement.  Contact Jan Alling at 
586 - 752 - 7016.  

**************************  

Women of St. John  
 

Many of you will remember 
when we had 11 or 12 
Bible Study Circles.  That 

was quite some time ago.  As of 
today, we have one - the church 

group.  We are inviting you to join us on the 
first Wednesday of every month (except July 
and August).  We meet at 12:30pm in the 
Gathering area.  Weôre fortunate to have 
Pastor Mark teaching our studies.  Our next 
meeting is on September 7th. 
 

**************************  

WELCA JULY/AUGUST  PROJECT  

SCHOOL KITS:  
70 pg. spiral notebook   *  Pencils  
25 -30 pg. coloring book  *  Eraser  
Box of crayons  *  4 oz. school glue  

Pencil sharpener  * 12ó ruler 
Blunt Scissors  
THANK YOU!  

 

************************* *  

Over 30 womenôs ministry resources 

available to you free at 

www.womenoftheelca.org 
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NEWSPAPER AND MAGAZINE 
RECYCLING 

 

Thank you for the tremendous response with this!  

In April we recycled 3.38 tons and received 

$16.87.  Landfill space saved ï 10.55 cubic yards. 

Total 2011 Year-to-date:  $106.73.  Thank you! 
(No May update available) 

 
 

PLEASE, NO CARDBOARD or PHONE BOOKS 

**************************  

GREETING CARD UPDATE  
 
1700 cards have been donated since 
January 2011!  Thank you to all who 
have contribute d to the WELCA Card 
Drive.  The cards go to Veteranôs 
hospitals of Michigan.  

 

**************************  
 

Member Service Directory  

 

Seamstress ð Deb Aude  786-9189 

E.P. Collision ð Bumping, Painting, Glass  

752-4452 

 

L & C Enterprises 
ñYour Sprinkler Guyò 

Irrigation Service & Maintenance Specialists 

586-336-1556 
 

L & C Enterprises is the company that has 
been maintaining our outdoor sprinkler system 
for several years now.  They do all the annual 

maintenance (turning on the system in the 
spring; checking all sprinkler heads to make 
sure they are in good working order; draining 

and turning off the system in the fall) at no 

charge to our church! 
 

L & C comes to our church highly 
recommended.  We are thankful for the 
excellent service they have provided us, 

helping to keep our grounds beautiful each 
season.  We hop that you will remember them 

and call for your free estimate and perhaps 
new installation at your home or business. 

 

HIS TABLE 
 

Ǆ Every third Tuesday of the month  we will 
be joining the United Methodist Church in 

Romeo in serving a free meal to the 
community.  We need three to five 

volunteers for each service day.  The meal 
is served from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. at United 
Methodist.  Food can be prepared here and 

transported to United Methodist or 
prepared there.  All food will be paid for by 

St. John from our Community Outreach 
budget.  Currently the program is serving 
40 meals and 4 to 5 delivered meals to 

shut ins.  There is a sign up sheet in the 
gathering area if you are interested in 

participating.  Total time invested would be 
about 5 hours. 

 

Ǆ PAYING IT FORWARD Ǆ 
 

**************************  
 

 
 

Funds from bottles and cans collected in the 
żŵƀƀƋŵƍ ƋŽƀƀ ƂƃƋ Żƃ ƈƃƋŵƆŸƇ ƛšŽƇ ŭŵŶƀŹƜ 'ƇŹŹ 
next page).  You may also donate, if you like, 
ƋŽƈż ŵ ƇƄŹŷŽŵƀ ŹƂƊŹƀƃƄŹ ƁŵƆſŹŸ ƛšŽƇ ŭŵŶƀŹƜ-  

Thank you! 
********* *****************  

 
 

ñWhatôs with all the books?ò 
 

USED BOOKS NEEDED 
For over 30 years, the Romeo Area 

AAUW has held a used book sale at the 
Community Center during the Peach 
Festival.  The proceeds allow us to 

award $4,000 in scholarships to local 
students. 

Please donate used books (please, no 
textbooks), CDs, DVDs, and audio 

books. 
Drop them off here at St. John Mon.-
Thurs., 9am-4pm, Sat. 4:30-6pm or 

Sun. 9-10:30am. 
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Thank you for supporting our local 
students! 

 
 
 

GUERRILLAS OF GRACE  
Small Group Meeting  

 

6:30-8:00pm, St. John is now hosting small 
ÎÙÖÜ×ɯÔÌÌÛÐÕÎÚɯÉÈÚÌËɯÖÕɯɁGuerrillas of 
GraceɂɯÉàɯ3ÌËɯ+ÖËÌÙȭɯɯ$ÈÊÏɯÞÌÌÒɯÙÌÈËÐÕÎÚɯ
ÍÙÖÔɯɁ&ÜÌÙÙÐÓÓÈÚɂɯÞÐÓÓɯÓÌÈËɯÜÚɯÐÕÛÖɯÈɯ
discussion about our individual theologies and 
faith as it shapes our life together as 
individua ls and the church.  I believe that we 
can no longer let academics, our culture, or 
politics enforce upon us a faith that rightly 
belongs to us ɬ transforming us to transform 
our church and society.  Please come and join 
us in honest dialogue about God, Christ, and 
the World.  
/ÜÙÊÏÈÚÐÕÎɯɁ&ÜÌÙÙÐÓÓÈÚɯÖÍɯ&ÙÈÊÌɂɯÐÚɯÕÖÛɯ
required.   
Peace, 
Dave Hudson, Licensed Minister, 586-786-1696 
************************************  
Ē Please note  that there are black 
cupboards in both the main hallway 
and also up near the ent rance to the 
sanctuary for Samaritan House Food 
collection.  

 

JULY PANTRY NEEDS FOR SAMARITAN HOUSE 

JUICE    CEREAL * FRUIT     *   NOODLES  

TOMATO SAUCE  *  TOMATOES  

DRY MILK    *     SOUPS  

SHAMPOO  *   LAUNDRY SOAP   

TOILET PAPER  *   PORK & BEANS  

DEODORANT  *    DISH SOAP  

TOOTHPASTE *   TOOTHBRUSHES 

We always need low-sodium foods and 
sugar-free foods in our pantry for clients 

with health problems. 

Samaritan House will be closed in observance of 

the July 4
th

 Holiday July 1st through July 5
th

.   
Please note:  Samaritan House and the 

Neighbors Caring for Neighbors Clinic will be 

closed July 1 thru 5. 
 

We appreciate any non -perishable food 
items and toiletries that you can donate. 
Drop off your food donations during our 
normal business hours: Tuesday and 
Wed nesday, 10 -6 and Friday 10 ï 4.  We 

are located at: 62324 Van Dyke, 
Washington, MI 48094, (586) 336 -9956.   

 
 

Reserve your spots for VBS and/or Day 

Camp! 

Coming the week of  

August 1 - 5. 
 
************************************  

TAKE ONE 
 

Please take one of the Stephen Ministry 
bookmarks from the pew card holder.   
Use it as: 
* A great bookmark  
* Give it to a friend having a hard time ð     
   no words needed  
* Reminder that Stephen Ministers are  
   available not just to St. John members  
* Reminder that this  ministry survives by  
   confidentiality  
* Think about becoming a Stephen  
   Minister  

St. John Lutheran will be training another 
class of Stephen Ministers  this fall.  

Stephen Ministers work alongside our 
pastors to care, encourage, and provide 

emotional  and spiritual support to people 
who are going through a difficult time.  If 

God gave you the gifts for caring, 
encouragement and listening, please begin 
to prayerfully consider whether you might 
want to be part of this excit ing ministry.  If 
you think you might be interested, or just 

have questions, talk with one of our 
Stephen Ministry Leaders (Jan Alling, Jan 

Gallagher, Bob or Jan Gallardo, Jerry Foor), 
Pastor Mark or call the church office. 
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