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ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH
246 Benjamin Street

Romeo, MI 48065

(Ph.) 586-752-4588

(Fax) 586-752-4272

(Hotline) 586-752-1067

(Email) stiohnlutheranromeo@comcast.net
(Website) www.stjohnromeo.org

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES BAPTISMS

September 2 Mark & Susan Bosley August 20 Tanner Grace Marks

September 3 Todd & Jill Allison

September 3 Jorgen & Ann Marie Lyngso WEDDINGS

September 5 Ralph & Judith Weibel - August 26 Jacklin Weyersberg & Brad Kasper
Happy 627 Anniversary!

September 5 Ralph & Libby Wilson
September 5 Jeff & Ann Beyerlein
September 6 Richard & Emilie Rosenberg
September 6 Dennis & Cheryl Abramowicz
September 6 Jim & Sharon Long
September 7 Michael & Stephanie Colin
September 9 Bob & Pat Koleda
September 11 Bob & Lily See -

Happy 60 Anniversary!
September 11 Thomas & Lori Hoffmann
September 14 Donald & Cheryl Crites
September 15 Kelvin & Michelle Swank
September 20 Harry & Shannon Simpson
September 21 Edward & Patricia Sitko —

Happy 54 Anniversary!
September 21 Darryl & Susan Curtis
September 21 Bill & Nicole Hearold
September 23 Matt & Jamie Frech
September 25 Gary & Dawn Randall
September 25 Bill & Paula Lash
September 26 Ronald & Karen Kuhn
September 27 Gary & Christine Hopp
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It's been ten years since the horror and
tragedy of 9/11. I'm including my
response that was written back in 2001. |
noted that out of this terrible tragedy some
good had occurred. It united our nation in
a way that we had not seen for a very long
time. Unfortunately it didn’t last. Right
now our nation is divided, and it seems
that everyone is thinking only of
themselves. The politicians in Washington
are more concerned with bringing the other
party down then in doing what is best for
our country. In the midst of all this name
calling and finger pointing is the additional
disturbing news that more and more
Americans are not sure of what they
believe.

As one person I’'m don’t know what | can
do to improve our politics, but | can
address the issue of what we believe.
Therefore this fall we will look anew at
what we believe, and | hope when it’s all
said and done that you will have a greater
understanding of our Christian faith, and a
deeper commitment to our Lord Jesus
Christ.

One way to get at knowing what we believe
is to ask questions and then to discover
the answers. However before | ask the
first question you need some background
information.

After the death, and Resurrection of our
Lord the church was born on Pentecost.
Now, these early Christians entered a
world that was full of religions. There were

K

many gods and many different ways that
people practiced religion. Here’s the first
question for you to ponder. There was one
characteristic of the early Christians that
set them apart from the other religions of
that time. Question number one - Do you
know what that characteristic was that set
them apart? Starting on September the
17™ and 18" we will find the answer to that
guestion. Remember our theme for this
series is found in two questions.

1. Do you know what you believe?

2. Do you believe what you know?

See you in church!
God's Peace, PM

Upcoming September Events:
September 3™ & 4th: Wayward Wind at
Spm Worship on the third and then a free
concerts from 7-11pm on Sat. and Sun.
September 5: LABOR DAY. Office closed.
September 11: Fall Worship schedule
begins with 8:30 & 10:30 services and
Sunday School at 10:15am.

September 18: Brunch Bunch with Jesus
between services
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The pictures of this terrible
tragedy are shown over and over
again. We wonder what is next.
We lock for ways tc help. I've
heard it szid that, in time, we
would get over this terrible
tragedy. That’s not the way it’s
going to work. We’ll never get
over this, but we will get through
it! VWWe’ll get through it by
turning to God and one ancther

- for suppoxt.

On Monday morning I was at
Romeo High school. Bbouta
hundred students were gathered
round the flagpole for Morning
Prayer. I told them that we are
now at war. People die in waz.
Es a pastor and hospital chaplain
I've witnessed a lot of dying. End
yvou know there is something
worse than death. That is to live
life without meaning. In last
Sunday’s sermon I shared with
the congregation that even as we
painfully feel this great loss there
is Goed News. OQur God is ene
who seeks and finds the lost.

These who werze killed in this
national tragedy have already
been found by God, and now rest
in God’s hands. We are the cres
now suffering. During this time
of pain and confusion we must
not allow terrorists to turn us inte
a mation that fecds on despai, -
hatred, and vengeance. In 1P
Corinthians, Chapter 13, St. Paul
talks about the power of love.
Paul tells us that love does nbt
rejoice in injustice, but rejoices
when right and truth prevail. In
the struggle, which cur country
is about to undertake, let us i:e a
voice that calls for truth, justice,
and ves love. CGed bless ocur
nation. Letus offer our prayers

to those in our country and in the

sixty other countries who lost
their people in this cowardly
attack.

Yes, we have sufffered a great

loss, but we now have the
opporiunity to regain our soul.

God's Peace,
Pastor Mazk
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Fall Worship Schedule:

Saturday Worship at 5:00 p.m.

We begin two Sunday Services again on
September 11" at 8:30 & 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School also begins that day at
10:15 a.m.

Church Office Hours:

Monday through Thursday, 8am — 4pm
through September 1%, We will be closed
on Monday, September 5, for Labor Day
and then open Monday-Friday as usual

from 8am-4pm.
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Worship Themes and Texts Sepfember,
2011

September 3-4 Labor Day

Theme — So how do you like your job?
Lessons — Isaiah 65:17-25 - Psalm 127-
Key Text — Philippians 2:12-18 - John
5:15-17

Prayer of the Day

Lord, help us to understand that what we
call work is more than a job and more than
the labor of our hands. For you have
called us to be more than a pay check, and
more than a degree.
We are followers of Jesus and his “job” for
us is to love, to care, and to serve others
as He has served us. Amen

September 10-11 We remember and
honor those who died on 9/11

Theme — Try to Remember

Lessons — Key Text - Proverbs 10:7 -
Psalm133

Matthew 26:6-13

Prayer of the Day

Lord, plunge us into a sense of sadness at
the pain of our brothers and sisters
inflicted by war, the bombing of terrorists,
prejudice, injustice, and indifference. May
we learn to cry as a child until our tears
baptize us into persons who touch with
loving care the victims of violence, greed,

anger and hatred. Inthe name of Jesus.
Amen

September 17-18

Theme —~ Do you know what you believe?
Lessons — Jeremiah 31:31-34 - Psalm
119:33-40 - Ephesians 6:13-18 Key Text -
John 7:14-19

Prayer of the Day

O God grant us the grace to wrestle with
the mystery that is You. Inspire us when
we feel as if we cannot go on to face with
you the questions we must ask if we are
ever to know what we truly believe. In the
name of Jesus who is the answer. Amen

September 24-25

Theme — Do you know what you believe?
Lessons — Isaiah 53:1-8 Psalm 146 1
Corinthians 1:18-23

Key Text Luke 1:1-4

Prayer of the Day

Teach us your ways Lord, that we may be
open to the same Spirit that moved over
the face of the waters in the first day of
creation, and moves over the chaos of this
time. We sorely need to make sense of
this world and we only do this by knowing
you and what you would have us believe.
In the name of Jesus. Amen

VOLUNTEER MINISTERS SCHEDULE
FOR COUNTERS
Month: SEPTEMBER 2011
9/4 — Drop Bag
9/11 — Monday count, Jennifer & Jerry Foor
9/18 — Jan Gallagher, Erin Rodger

9/25 — Dave & Ryan Dau

1y

community
rewards

Meijer Community
Rewards for July 2011
$39.16
Year to Date: $200.73
NOTE: Purchases made at
meijer.com, Meijer gas stations and
convenience stores will now be
included (must pay inside gas station.)
Thank you, Shoppers!




FREE Rock ‘n’ Roll Concerts
Featuring:

Wayward Wind
Saturday, September 3™ & Sunday
September 4",

7:00 — 11:00 p.m. at
St. John Lutheran Church
In our Fellowship Hall
*hkhkhkFxhkrhkhkhkkhkhrddhdhdhdkhkhxx
You are invited to the Installation Service
for The Rev. Dr. Donald P. Kreiss as
bishop of the Southeast Michigan Synod
Saturday, September 24, 2011
Christ Episcopal) Church Cranbrook

470 Church Road, Bloomfield Hills, Ml
www.christchurchcranbrook.org

Clergy and Rostered Leaders are invited to
Vest and Process. The color of the day is
Red. Gathering Music begins at 10:25
there will be a Reception immediately

following the Service.
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Thank you for saving your pop can
tabs! This fundraiser is for the
purchase of kidney machines. Over
317.5 Ibs. have been collected since
we began in February 2007!
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Church Group - Meets at 12:30pm on
the first Wednesday of the month at the
church.

Please feel welcome to attend Bible study
at any time.
For more

information, VV

call Martha a Omen Oﬁhe
Kegler at
586-784- R
5439. el
LOVEDay-Meets 9am- 3pm on the
second Tuesday of the month in the
church basement. Contact Leona
Thorman at 810-798-8532.
LOVE Day Il - Meets 8am - 12pm on the
first Wednesday of the month in the
church basement. Contact Jan Alling at
586-752-7016.

Women of St. John

(Jomens Many of you will remember
1 Cir when we had 11 or 12
) Bible Study Circles. That
was quite some time ago. As of

\V  today, we have one - the church
group. We are inviting you to join us on the
first Wednesday of every month (except July
and August). We meet at 12:30pm in the
Gathering area. We're fortunate to have
Pastor Mark teaching our studies. Our nex
meeting is on September 7%,
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WELCA SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER
PROJECT
VETERANS AT SAGINAW
HOSPITAL:

Disposable razors, shaving cream,
toothbrush, toothpaste, note paper,
writing paper, playing cards,
envelopes, stamps, small games,
magazines, paperback books, and
other toiletries
THANK YOU!

kkkhkhkkkhkkhkkikhkhkkhkikhhhhhkhddkhddix*k

Over 30 women’s ministry resources
available to you free at
www.womenoftheelca.org

NEWSPAPER AND MAGAZINE
RECYCLING

Thank you for the tremendous response with this!
In July we recycled 3.40 tons and received
$16.98. Landfill space saved — 10.61 cubic yards.
Total 2011 Year-to-date: $196.74. Thank you!

LIWVE GREER]

PLEASE, NO CARDBOARD or PHONE BOOKS

EIE I I I I R I R AL A b A b S b

Member Service Directory

Seamstress — Deb Aude 786-9189
E.P. Collision — Bumping, Painting, Glass
752-4452




HIS TABLE

* Important note: We may need to cancel
our help with this project due to lack of
participation. Please consider helping just
one month a year.

v Every third Tuesday of the month we will
be joining the United Methodist Church in
Romeo in serving a free meal to the
community. We need three to five
volunteers for each service day. The meal
is served from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. at United
Methodist. Food can be prepared here and
transported to United Methodist or
prepared there. All food will be paid for by
St. John from our Community Outreach
budget. Currently the program is serving
40 meals and 4 to 5 delivered meals to
shut ins. There is a sign up sheet in the
gathering area if you are interested in
participating. Total time invested would be
about 5 hours.

v PAYING IT FORWARD v

Funds from bottles and cans collected in

- the hallway will now go towards “His Table”

(see next page). You may also donate, if

you like, with a special envelope marked
“His Table”. Thank you!

Cpread the Word
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TAKE ONE

Please take one of the Stephen Ministry bookmarks from the pew card holder.

Use it as:
* A great bookmark

* Give it to a friend having a hard time - no words needed
* Reminder that Stephen Ministers are available not just to St. John members
* Reminder that this ministry survives by confidentiality

* Think about becoming a Stephen Minister

A Please note that there are black

cupboards in both the main hallway

and also up near the entrance to the
sanctuary for Samaritan House Food
collection.

SEPTEMBER PANTRY NEEDS FOR
SAMARITAN HOUSE

CORN, PANCAKE MIX, OATMEAL, JUICE,
HAMBURGER HELPER, GREEN BEANS,
JALLY/JAM, TOOTHBRUSHES, HAIR
CONDITIONER, DEODORANT (MEN &
WOMEN) CRACKERS, DRY MILK, PANCAKE
SYRUP, RAVIOLI/SPAGHETTIOS, BEEF STEW,
CHILI, CONDENSED SOUPS, DISH
DETERGENT, LAUNDRY DETERGENT,

" SHAVING CREAM
We always need low-sodium foods and
sugar-free foods in our pantry for clients
with health problems.

We appreciate any non-perishable
food items and toiletries that you can
donate. Drop off your food donations
during our normal business hours:
Tuesday and Wednesday, 10-6 and
Friday 10 - 4. We are located at:
62324 Van Dyke, Washington, MI
48094, (586) 336-9956.

St. John Lutheran will be training another class of Stephen Ministers this fall. Stephen
Ministers work alongside our pastors to care, encourage, and provide emotional and spiritual
support to people who are going through a difficult time. If God gave you the gifts for
caring, encouragement and listening, please begin to prayerfully consider whether you might
want to be part of this exciting ministry. If you think you might be interested, or just have
questions, talk with one of our Stephen Ministry Leaders (Jan Alling, Jan Gallagher, Bob or
Jan Gallardo, Jerry Foor), Pastor Mark or call the church office.




Two sessions available—attend the morning
session, afternoon session, or both! Just $30 per
person, per session.

Morning Session: 8:30 A.M.—11:30 4.,
Putting the Fun Back Into Parenting
Join Dr. Charles Fay and Jedd Hafer as they blend
stand-up comedy with practical techniques for
raising respectful and responsible kids. You’ll learn
how to:
= Avoid unwinnable arguments and power
struggles.
= et your kids to do chores and other tasks
without going to battle. ’
¢ Help them learn from their poor decisions...
so that they don’t repeat them.
o Get them ready for success in today’s
complex world.
=+ Stay sane in the process.

Afternoon Session: 12:30 p.s,—3:30 p.M.
Leve and Logic® for Toddlers and Preschoolers
In this entertaining, fun-filled presentation, Charles
and Jedd will provide tips and techniques for taking
the exhaustion out of parenting little kids. As you

giggle, you'll hear how to:

° Put an end to bedtime battles.

¢ Deal with whining, begging, tantrums, and
full-fledged meltdowns.

° Help your tots learn from small mistakes so
they don’t have to malke life-threatening ones
as teenagers.

o Discipline them without losing their love and

e ot N
e L .
Both Sessions: $60.00/person
Attendee Information
Name

Morning: $30.00/p

Presenters: Dr. Charles Fay and Jedd Hafer
Location: Faith Lutheran Church*
37635 Dequindre Road
Troy, MI 48083
Date: Saturday, October 15, 2011
Times: Morning: 8:30 A.m.—11:30 A.M.
Afternoon: 12:30 p.m.—3:30 p.M.
Cost: $30.00 / person / session

*This event is not an activity of Faith Lutheran Church.

Mail form to:

Love and Logic Institute, Inc.
2207 Jackson Street
Golden, CO 80401-2300

By phone:
800-338-4065
Online:
www.loveandlogic.com
By fax:
800-455-7557

i

o

erson Afternoon: £30.00/person

Day Phone Email

Address

State Zip

(3 T would like to receive Love and Logic's FREE Insider’s Club weekly email tips.
Billing Information (Leave blank if same as attendee information.)

Organization

Billing Contact

Day Phone

Address

Payment Method

[0 Check (Attached, payable to Love and Logic Institute, Inc.)

{3 Visa
Card Number

O Mastercard [J Discover

O American Express

State Zip

(O Purchase Order (Attached)
Exp. Date Validation Code

Amount Signature




QJT = IMT

you hear a lot these days about on-the-job training or OJT. This is training that is very specific to the
job one is going to do. Stephen Ministry offers IMT: in-ministry training. No matter what kind of
training you've had before.

It is not necessary to have a “care receiver” if you participate in the Stephen Minister training. This
can be a valuable tool to help you understand others better. This can be a tool for you to learn to
“hear” what someone is saying and feeling with care and compassion. Stephen Ministry survives by
being focused on confidentiality, both within the relationships we have and those we minister to.

Stephen Ministry training, costs only your time and commitment to spend 50 hours with a small
group, doing some role playing, talking about life issues, and learning how to listen. There will be
plenty of laughs, some treats, and lots of personal growth. There is no charge for the class or books
you will receive.

We are all doing so much, going so many places, trying to get so much done, Stephen Ministry
training will help you put in perspective some of life’s trial and error events of daily life.

A new class will form in September, meeting once a week for about 2 hours, on a day that works best
for those taking the class. The class schedule is flexible taking into consideration work schedules and
children. There is no test afterward, no homework beside some reading, just guaranteed spiritual and
personal growth and a chance to interact with one of the most caring and compassionate groups of St
John’s church.

Is God calling you to find out more about becoming a Stephen Minister? Contact the church office
today for more information, Pastor Mark, or one of our Stephen Leaders. Jan or Bob Gallardo, Jan
Gallagher, or myself.

God’s peace,
Jan Alling

allingjan@yahoo.com

586-752-7016



St. John Lutheran Church
July 2011 Finance Report

General Fund: Jan. 1 to December 31, 2011

Total Contributions and Other Income: $ 21,178
Expenses Paid in July $ (16,724)
Surplus(Shortage) for J July $ 4,454
Expenses Not Paid in  July $ -
Actual Surplus(Shortage) for July 2011 $ 4,454
General Fund: Year to Date Through December 31, 2011
Total Contributions and Other Income Year to Date: $ 136,403
Total Expenses paid Year to Date: $ (137,356)
Surplus(Shortage) Year to Date 2011 $ (953)
Add Unpaid Expenses: $ -
Actual Surpius/(Shortage) Year to Date 2011 $ (953)
Mortgage Reduction Fund Through July 2011
Conftributions July $ 5,704
Interest Received: $ -
Total Income: $ 5,704
Less Mortgage Payment fo Thrivent: $ (6,401)
Surplus(Shortage) for July $ (697)
Total Surplus(Shoriage) Year to Date 2011 $ (1,287)
05/15/1997 0713112011
Mortgage Principal Balance Remaining: $ 900,000 $ 301,712

Montns of mortgage Remaining:

NOTE: Thank you for your generous conftributions that make all of our

ministries possible.

in his name:

Finance Commitiee

54



When Those In Need Are Right Next
Door
MITCH ALBOM sees we don't have to go far to
help others

Thursday night, inside a huge, decaying Detroit
church, two worlds were nudging each other like
kids sharing a bed.

On one side was a movie set. A TV film was being
shot of my book "Have A Little Faith," and
massive cameras, cranes and monitors - not to
mention more than 100 workers, from actors to
set designers - were clamoring about the
sanctuary, applying makeup, erecting lights.

On the other side, inside the gym, some three
dozen homeless men were bedding down for the
night.

It could not have been more surreal. I Am My
Brother's Keeper Ministries on Brainard houses
the homeless three nights a week, Thursday being
one of those nights. And on this Thursday, the
unshaven men in raggedy clothes didn't care if
huge trucks and giant lights were jamming the
streets around the church. This was their routine.
And they needed a place to sleep.

So they entered through the side door, as always,
and they stepped aside for production assistants
or prop guys or costume designers. The movie

{)ef(t)ple went to the right, the homeless went to the
eft.

"How ya doing?" they said to each other.
And each side went about its business.
Reality check

This went on for several hours. The movie was
shooting a joyous scene from the book - a
celebration service. Big-name actors took their
place alongside actual congregants of the church
(the film is, admirably, using many real-life
people on-screen). An organ played. A drummer
kept a beat. The director yelled, "Action!" and an
"Amen" chorus broke out.

Meanwhile, on the other side of the wall, the
homeless men dragged vinyl mats and
lightweight blankets and placed them in rows on
the gym floor.

1 found myself wandering between the two
scenes. They were separated only by a narrow
vestibule. At one point, the movie had to reset all
the cameras, and the workers spilled outside and
grabbed food and drink from the catering tents
and vans.

I had some, too. And then, in the middle of a bite,
I had one of those moments. I had to remind
myself to swallow. I wandered into the catering

10

area, amidst shelves stacked high with snack
food, and grabbed big boxes of Nutter Butters,
Chips Ahoy and Twinkies.

And T went to the gym.

You can pretty much figure out the rest, including
the gratitude of the men offered a midnight
snack. "I'll take a Twinkie." "You got any Ho
Hos?" "Thank you, man." "God bless you, man."

Out in the street, the movie makers were chewing
quickly. Inside, the homeless were eating, too.
Twenty minutes later, the crew returned to the
sanctuary and the weary men lay down and
closed their eyes.

It got noisy on the right.
Tt got quiet on the left.
Bridge the gap

The movie folks have been extremely generous to
the church, paying a large rental fee, doing
repairs, employing many congregants who would
not otherwise see such paychecks. And they are
Shalii&lg the church's inspiring story with the
world.

But there is something to be learned from that
surreal moment Thursday night. I know it. I felt it
the moment I was eating and they were not.

In many ways, our city is just a big scale version
of that scene. Our haves and have-nots live so
close to each other. The two sides of 8 Mile. The
Grosse Pointe-Detroit border. Many of us need
not go far to share the bounty of our lives with
people less fortunate. And yet we rarely do.

We stick to our side. They stick to theirs.

It needn't be that way. It's actually pretty easy to
share food with hungry people. It's pretty easy to
share your skills, your time, your talent. The
hardest part is crossing between worlds. We are
afraid. We are unsure. We don't have the time. Or
we tell ourselves we don't.

I know it's rarely as easy as walking from one side
of a church to the other. But we can reach out to
others over our normal boundaries. In a place
called I Am My Brothers Keeper, it was fitting to
witness the power of those words.

WILL YOU HAVE THE TIME??
BE THE CHURCH
OCTOBER 9, 2011
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