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DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES

December 8 Ross & Carolyn Bergeon

December 11  Jeffrey & Steffi Foltz, Jr.

December 24  Charles & Shirley Lee —
Happy 60" Anniversary!

December 24  Joseph & Marlyn Hnatow

WEDDINGS

November 5 Kyle Proctor & Jennifer Edwards

BAPTISMS

November 26 Jeffrey Allan Clark
November 27 Addison Carol Schocke

246 Benjamin Street

Romeo, MI 48065

(Ph.) 586-752-4588

(Fax) 586-752-4272

(Hotline) 586-752-1067

(Email) stjohnlutheranromeo(@comcast.net
(Website) www.stjohnromeo.org
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How many times have you heard it said:
“How do we keep Christ in Christmas?”
Often the true meaning of Christmas gets lost
amidst the frantic pace of the season. Now
here are two ways to help us all to keep
Christ in our Christmas.

First is to practice daily devotions. In the
Gathering Area you will find an Advent
devotional booklet written by Max Lucado.
He is an amazing Christian author.

Second is to come to worship and hear a
Sermon Series based on the booklet you are
using for your daily devotions. The title of
Max Lucado’s Advent devotional is:
Celebrating Christmas With Jesus. Max invites
us to walk with him through the days of
Advent. He writes: “It was a night like no
other. A night that forever punctuated the timeline
of history. A night that introduced hope to
humanity. God became man and came into our
world — to live as we do and to know laughter and
tears, pain and joy, hurt and compassion. His
story is a collection of monumental moments that
remind us that Christ cared enough to experience
life with us. Some moments show us he loves us
enough to change the course of hopeless situations -
a lunch bucket of fish and bread that fed
thousands, a leper’s skin made baby-soft. Other
moments show us he understands our questions,
our crying out — the death of a dear friend, the grief
of a parent, the garden of agony.

Christmas is the time to remember that Christ not
only came, he stayed, he lived, he cared.

Christmas is more that one remarkable event. It
was. ..the beginning.”

Advent begins on Sunday, November 27%.
That is DAY 1 in your devotional book.
You will be able to experience every great
moment of the life of our Lord through this
30-day devotional. Allow our Savior to

become the center of your Advent season,
and the center of your life.

Our worship during the Saturdays and
Sundays of Advent will focus on the daily
readings assigned for those days. So on
Saturday and Sunday Pastor Mark and Dave
Hudson will be preaching on two texts. Come
to worship and celebrate the life of our Lord
and see how our two preachers pull this one
off!

December 3-4 - DAYS 7 and 8 of your
Devotional Booklet

Theme — Forgiveness at the Well and
Healing Through a Broken Roof.
Texts — John 4:5-15 & Mark 2:1-5, 12

December 10-11 - DAYS 14 and 15 of your
Devotional Booklet

Theme — He Frightens His Friends and Saves
a Stranger

Texts — John 6:16-21 & John 8:3-11

December 17-18 - DAYS 21 and 22 of your
Devotional Booklet

Theme — He Washed Their Feet Before Their
Last Meal

Texts — John 13:3-5 & Matthew 26:17-20, 26-
30

I hope this will help us all to keep Christ in
our Christmas.

God’s Peace,

Pastor Mark
Advent Message
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UPGOMING DECEMBER EVENTS:
December 3/4: Hanging of the Greens
December 11: Confirmation Bake ‘n’ Run
Sharing Tree Gifts Due
December 13: Men’s Club Euchre, Bpm
December 14: 50+ Group, 10:15am
December 18: Sunday School Christmas
Program, 10:30am
December 24: Christmas Eve Worship:
Family Service, 4pm
Choral Service, 7pm
Candlelight Service
With Communion, 11pm
December 25: Christmas Day Worship
With Communion, 10am
December 31: Saturday Worship, Spm
January 1: One Sunday Service, 10am
NO Sunday Schoaol

PLEASE COME HELP BEAUTIFY OUR
CHURCH FOR THE HOLIDAYS!
SATURDAY, DEC. 3*° AND
SUNDAY, DEC. 4™ AFTER WORSHIP.
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VOLUNTEER MINISTERS SCHEDULE
FOR COUNTERS
Month: DECEMBER 2011

12/4 - Don & Sue Schwartz

12/11 — Dave & Ryan Dau

12/18 — Jerry & Jennifer Foor (Monday)
12/25 — Drop Bag

GREETINGS FROM OUR

STRATEGIC PLANNING
COMMITTEE

This summer our church council saw the
need to address the current and future
strengths and weaknesses of our
congregation. As announced at our services,
a small group of congregational members has
formed a strategic planning committee. This
diverse group is of long standing members,
new members, various age groups, and both
men and women. For the past few months
we have been conducting interviews to gather
more information about St. John's needs.
We have spoken with our clergy, financial
leaders, building and maintenance,
secretarial staff, music staff, and Sunday
School and catechism leaders. We have
written the following mission statement.

As the Strategic Planning Committee for St.
John Lutheran Church, we will ask for God'’s
guidance as we consider and plan for the
future of our church. We will work together
to identify our congregation’s strengths and
weaknesses. We will assess our needs and
challenges. We will develop short and long
range goals that will build upon those
traditional strengths while considering ways
to implement new innovations in our
ministries, service, and outreach. We will
prioritize and suggest a plan of action for our
ideas trusting that with God’s help, we can
create a strong and vibrant future for our
church. We take these actions, in the fervent
hope that St. John will continue to be a place
where our Lord’s love shines forth and our
Christian faith can grow through every stage
of our lives.

We look forward to sharing our findings with
you at our upcoming annual meeting on
February 12, 2012. If you have questions or
concerns please feel free to speak with one
our committee members.

Rod Rohloff, Mike Palmer, Pastor Mark
Evans, Wally Semrau, Chris Nyeholt, Ron
Weyersberg, Darcy Mackenzie, Erin Rodger,
Steve Schocke, Cathy Vestrand, Marie
Germundson
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Christmas Stockings
A special thank you to all the ladies who
helped with making the Christmas stockings
this year. We were able to send off 100 to
active military from Romeo with the help of
Kane’s Antiques who helped fill them. In
addition, another 50 stockings are headed to a
National Guard troop in Afghanistan. They
will be handed out to folks who get little mail
. or few care packages. We so truly exceeded
our goal - thank you all!
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Senior Adult

The first 50 Plus gathering was well attended
(about 50 Seniors)...Channel 6 Mr. Rich was
here to tape our function. The guest speakers
(Mark, Kathy, Dory) were excellent! Then 35
stayed for.a delicious lunch prepared and
served to us by Mr. Bob Schultz........ then the
card players filled their afternoon with lots of
laughs....... a FUN TIME was had by all!.
Pastor Evans could not be with us, dueto a

funeral elsewhere, soooo we all had to "Just... -

- wing it" and with God's help we pressed
onward!....... Pastor said: “NOTHING TO
IT” and HE was right! We all did what we
did and it worked! Thanks to all the
workers!!!

The group will meet on the 2nd Wednesday of
each month. Our next meeting is December
14 at 10:15am. The theme is "SENIOR
SAFETY.....safety FIRST!" Several Romeo
Guest Speakers will provide us with better
information on how to protect ourselves and be
safer in our senior years! Watch for sign up
sheet/board for a *CHRIST*mas Pot Luck
Lunch and other information. Please consider
signing up to help out and attend!

“The Fresh Flower Ministry”
has begun!

There is a poster board in the Gathering area
for you to sign up for flowers. You can pick
any date, and then honor, remember, or
celebrate anyone you
choose with an
announcement in the

Weekly Bulletin. See = = - 05
more details on the 3 %%? k k\

order form. Altar Flowers
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THANK YOU!

Thanks to everyone at St. John for
their continued effort in making the
Pumpkin Patch a Big Success! Thank you
to all of the volunteers who helped set
up, run the event, and take down the
event! Thanks to all that donated candy,
donuts, cupcakes, cookies, cider, bales
of straw and pumpkins!

John & April Vert
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The DVD "Handling the Holidays" is
available in the Gathering Area for
anyone to take home and view. There
are also handouts, for not only St
John members but for anyone who is
having a difficult time during this
holiday season.
khkAh*hkkhdhhhkhkddrrhkhkhkhdkhhdkhx*d*
Velma Jean Havers is in need of someone
to snowblow her driveway. She can
provide the snowblower and gas if you
don't have your own. Please call her at
586-752-3984.
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omen's Fellowship

Church Group - Meets at 12:30pm on

the first Wednesday of the month at the

church. _

Please feel welcome to attend these Bible

studies at any time. For more information,

call Kay Pauly at 810-724-1993, or Martha

Kegler at 586-784-5439.

LOVE Day —Meets 9am-3pm on the

second Tuesday of the month in the

church basement. Contact Leona

Thorman at 810-798-8532.

LOVE Day IT —Meets 9am — 12pm on the

first Wednesday of the month in the

church basement. Contact Jan Alling at
586-752-7016.
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WELCA DECEMBER PROJECT

¥ New Cards with Envelopes ¥
v Used Stamps *
7 Used Sheets & Pillowcases 7«
THANK YOU!

Over 30 ministry resources available to you
for free at:
www.semi-welca.org

Please save your pop can tabs and turn
them in at the church across from the coat
rack. Over 317.5 lbs. have been collected
since February 2007! This fundraiser is for
the purchase of kidney machines.

MORE WAYS YOU CAN SAVE:
1. Box Tops for Education
2. Campbell’s Soup Labels

Tuesday Night Euchre

Tuesday, December 13" is the next Euchre
Night! Sponsored by the St. John Men'’s
Club, Euchre Night is the 2* Tuesday of
each month (off during summer months).

Registration is 6pm and start time 1s 6:30pm.
A fee of $10 includes snacks and prizes.

Proceeds are used to fund local Romeo
charitable organizations. Future dates are
January 10%, February 14®, March 13®, April
10, and May 8&™.

COME JOIN THE FUN AND SUPPORT
THE COMMUNITY!

Don Schwartz, 2011-2012 President
Men's Club
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MCREST NEWS

The Bagnasco & Calcaterra Funeral Homes are
assisting MCREST in their “Joy of a Toy”
Program. This program brings Christmas to many
homeless children throughout Macomb County.
MCREST is in need of new toys to provide
homeless mothers a place to shop this holiday
season. You may drop off new toys only from
8am-4pm daily from now until December 8" at
either of their two funeral homes at: 25800 Harper
Ave., St. Clair Shores 48081 or 13650 E. 15 Mile
Rd., Sterling Heights 48312. For more information,

call (586) 977-7300 or go to www.mcrest.org.
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Meijer Community
Rewards for October 2011
$29.43

Year to Date: $304.48 .
Thank you, Shoppers!
Enrollment Applications are in the
Gathering Area.
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FEED THE
HUNGRY

DECEMBER PANTRY NEEDS FOR
SAMARITAN HOUSE
* Canned Fruit * Cereal *
* Coffee/Tea * Jelly *
* Soup * Juice * Dry Milk *
* Spaghetti Sauce * Shampoo *
* Diapers Size 4-6 *

* Deodorant * Disposable Razors *
* Toothbrushes * Bath Tissue *
Sugar-Free Items
* Jello * Syrup *

* Canned Fruit * Splenda *

Samaritan House will be closed for
the Christmas Holiday season from
December 215 - January 2", We
open on January 3™ at 10am. The
Samaritan House Board of Directors,
staff, volunteers and clients wish
you and your family a Merry
Christmas and a Blessed New Year!

NOTE: We always need low-sodium,
gluten-free and sugar-free foods.

We appreciate any non-perishable food
items and toiletries that you can donate.
Thank you! Drop off your food donations

during our normal business hours:
Tuesday and Wednesday, 10-6 and
Friday 10 - 4.
We are located at: 62324 Van Dyke
(between 28 & 29 Mile Roads in
Washington)
Phone: 586-336-9956

M Please note that there are black
cupboards in both the main hallway and
also up near the entrance to the
sanctuary for Samaritan House Food
collection.

Samaritan House is creating a special
Christmas Celebration Tree to adorn our
front lawn. This tree will be a visual
celebration of the birth of our Lord Jesus
Christ, and the lives of your family, friends
and neighbors. Your help is needed to
decorate this tree by purchasing a set of two
ornaments. The first ornament will be
displayed on the Samaritan House tree and
will have the name of your family member,
friend, neighbor or that special person in
your life to honor or remember written on it.
(Let us not forget that person on your
Christmas list who is difficult to buy for.)
You will receive a second ornament, a
Samaritan House 2011 Christmas Celebration
Tree Ornament to present to the honoree, or
their family, with a card explaining how you
have honored them on our Christmas
Celebration Tree. This year's ornament is an
engraved golden angel. The total cost per
honoree is $25.00. We will begin to decorate
the Samaritan House Christmas Celebration
Tree on November 15, 2011 and will continue
through December 20, 2011. Ornaments
may be purchased online, at Samaritan
House, or see your Samaritan House church
representative. An order form can be viewed
or downloaded from our Resources page. For
additional information please call Kimberly
at 586-336-9956.




NEWSPAPER AND MAGAZINE
RECYCLING

Thank you for the tremendous response with this!
In August we recycled 3.15 tons and received

$15.78. Landfill space saved — 10.61 cubic yards.

Total 2011 Year-to-date: $212.52. Thank you!

LIVE GREEN

You can recycle:
+Magazines

+Mail

+Shopping Catalogs
+Newspaper

+QOffice & School Papers

You can recycle anything listed
here from your business as
well. The Bin is located in the
back lot next to the garage.
PLEASE, NO CARDBOARD or PHONE BOOKS!

IMPORTANT NOTE!

When we coliect under 4 fons of paper, we earn
under $20.00. But when we collect 4 tons or
more, we earn at ieast $60.00!1!

So a little bit more paper from each of us earns
the church 3 times as much moneyl!
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St. John Lutheran is a STEPHEN
MINISTRY Congregation.

The Christmas Holidays can be painful.
The joy of Christmas can turn into a time
of painful loneliness and emptiness for
those who have suffered a loss or who are
going through a difficult time. But help is
available. Our Stephen Ministers are ready
to provide confidential, one-to-one
Christian care. They will listen, care,
encourage, pray with and for you, and
support you through the holidays and as
long as your need persists. If you or
someone you know is hurting, find out
more about Stephen Ministry by talking
with one of our Stephen Leaders, Pastor
Mark or call the church office for a
confidential return call. Our Stephen
Ministers are there to care!
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 SYMPHONIA CHORALE PRESENTS:
SING GLORIA by David Hamilton
With GLORIA by John Rutter

The Sy mphow’ua Chorale and Orchestra wwlver the
- divection of Matthew Kush

December 21d - 7:00 p.m.
SS. John & Paul
28 Mile & Campground Rd.
Washington, MI 48094

December 4t - 3:00 p.m.
St. Clement of Rome
343 S. Main St.
Romeo, MI 48065

Tickets: $12 Adult, $10 Children
For tickets, call Karen Palmer, 586-752-7734 or
Mike /Dianne Phillips, 586-752-7920
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Thrivent Financial for Lutherans
Let’s Thrive
Give thanks for a career that changes lives

At this time of year, we're reminded of what's truly
important — faith, family, friends. Choose a career
with an organization that shares your values and
gives you the opportunity to change lives for the

‘better.

If you are passionate about helping others, giving
back to your community, finding meaningful work,
and working with a strong organization with a long
history of caring for others, consider a career as a
Thrivent Financial representative.

As a Thrivent Financial representative, you would
be part of a faith-based membership organization
that helps members become financially secure
and support their communities.

If you or someone you know is interested in
learning more about a career opportunity with a
unigue organization, contact:

Daniel Pardy, Regional Recruiter
800-225-8558
Dan.pardy@thrivent.com




St. John Lutheran Church
Oct. 2011 Finance Report

General Fund: Jan. 1 to December 31, 2011

Total Contributions and Other Income: $ 19,856
Expenses Paid in Oct. $ (21,420)
Surplus(Shortage) for JOct. $ (1,564)
Expenses Not Paid in Oct. $ -
Actual Surplus(Shortage) for .- ~ Qct. 2011 . $ (1,564)
General Fund: Year to Date Through December 31, 2011
Total Contributions and Other Income Year to Date: $ 188,422
Total Expenses paid Year to Date: $ (195,806)
Surplus(Shortage) Year to Date 2011 $ (7,385)
Add Unpaid Expenses: $ -
Actual Surplus/(Shortage) Year to Date 2011 $ (7,385)
Mortgage Reduction Fund Through - Oct. 2011
Contributions Oct. e $ 7,137
Interest Received: $ -
Total Income: $ 7,137
Less Mortgage Payment to Thrivent: $ (6,401)
Surplus(Shortage) for Oct. $ 736
Total Surplus(Shortage) Year to Date 2011 $ (3,969)
05/15/1997 10/31/2011
Mortgage Principal Balance Remaining: - $ 900,000 $ 280,813
Months of mortgage Remaining:. ... . - 240 51

NOTE: Thank you for your generous contributions that make all of our

ministries possible.

In his name:

Finance Committee



UPCOMING EVENTS FOR DECEMBER:

Saturday and Sunday, December 3-4, 2011

e Hanging of the Greens (after Worship)
With Potluck Lunch

Sunday, December 11, 2011
¢ Confirmation Bake ‘n’ Run

Sunday, December 18, 2011
e Sunday School Christmas Program, 10:30am

Saturday, December 24, 2011
e Family Christmas Eve Service, 4:00 p.m.
e Choral Christmas Eve Service, 7:00 p.m.
o Traditional Candlelight Christmas Eve Service with
Communion, 11:00 p.m.

Sunday, December 25, 2011
* Christmas Day Service, 10:00 a.m.

Saturday, December 31, 2011
e Worship Service at 5:00 p.m.

Sunday, January 1, 2012
e One Worship Service at 10:00 a.m.

e NO Sunday School
S

We look forward Z
to sharing this ‘
Season of Joy

with all of you!

e
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POINSETTIAS FOR CHRISTMAS

Again this year, the Memorial Committee is making available poinsettias
t0 be placed in the Chancel to Celebrate the birth of our Lord.

The cost will be $8.00 each. If you wish to purchase a poinsettia, please
complete the form below and return it to the church office, NOQ LATER
THAN FRIDAY, DECEMBER.9TH! Any proceeds received from this sale

will be dohated to the Memorial Committee.
st ok ok ke ok sk sk sk ok sk ok e ok sk sk sfe sfe sk ke sfe she e she sk ofe o sk sk st sk e sk s ok sk ohe sfe st sfe e she ol sfe sl she s oo she sk st ok sfe sk ke sk sk ok o sfe ot sk ok ok e sk s ke sfe sk sk e sk

In Memory/Honor of:

From:
Amount Enclosed: Envelope No. No. of Plants:
Red White Pink Marble

10



2011 Time and Talent Sheet

“Since then, we have such a hopé, we act with great boldness.”
2 Corinthians 3:12

Listed on this form are a variety of opportunities to give of your spiritual gifts through the
pledging of time and talent. If you have a question about any of the opportunities to serve
please contact the Church office 586-752-4588. Thank you in advance for the generous
giving of your time and talent. Please join us in praying that we will all be strengthened to
serve and give.

Name: Phone: E-mail:

Address:

Time and Talent sheets will be renewed in 6 months.

Please mark here which Sunday morning service you wish to be scheduled for:

_ 830am. or ___ 10:30 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship o Counters
__Greeter ___Sunday morning count
___Reader ___Monday morning count
___Acolyte

—Nursery Music Programs
___Usher

___Praise Singers

Communion Care Praise Ringers

__ Communion Bread ___Can Do Ringers

___Coffee Hour __Youth Choir

N2 O<]

___Assistant Minister ___Kids of the Kingdom

Saturday Evening Office Help

Worship
__ Eagle Newsletter
__ Service Coordinator
___Bulletins
___Special Music

13 ___Special mailings
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St. John Building Use Calendar

December 2011
B=Basement C=Conference Rm CH=Choir Rm F=Fellowship Hall G=Gathering Area SIS=Library/Sisson St. Rm S=Sanctuary X=Extra Classroom Y=Youth Rm
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3
‘Worship w/ Communion (S)
Bible Study (S) 6:30pm 5pm
AA (B) 8pm “Hanging of the Greens”
Alanon (B) 8pm with Potluck
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Rotary Club (F) 6:30am
Worship, 8:30 and 10:30am . Samaritan House Christmas |} LOVE Day II (Q) 8am
Sunday School 10:15am C'an-Do Ringers (CH) Party (F) 4:30-10pm Tai Chi (F) 10:30am Last Bible Study (S) 6:30pm Sound Disciples 10am-2pm
“Hanging of the Greens” 6:30pm Weight Watchers (B)5:45pm | WELCA (G) 12:30pm AA (B) 8pm
following 2" service, with X i Symphonia Chorale (S) 7pm | Praise Ringers (CH) 6:30pm | Alanon (B) 8pm ‘Worship (S) Spm
Potluck Bag & Tag Night, Sharing Praise Singers (CH) 7:30pm
Confirmation 11:30am Tree (F) 7pm Sharing Tree (F)
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Worship w/ Communion, Rotary Club (F) 6:30am
8:30 & 10:30am Can-Do Ringers (CH) LOVE Day 9am-3pm Sharing Tree (F) 10am-4pm | Sharing Tree (F) 10am-4pm | Sharing Tree (F) 10am-d4pm | Sharing Tree (F) 12-8pm
Bible Study (C) 9:40am 6:30pm Weight Watchers (B) 50+ Group (G) 10:15am
Sunday School 10:15am Stephen Ministry (C) 7pm 5:45pm Tai Chi (F) 10:30am AA (B) 8pm .
Contemporary Service Euchre (F) 6pm Praise Ringers(CH)6pm Alanon (B) 8pm Worship w/Convmunion
10:30 Symphonia Chorale Praise Singers(CH) 8pm Spm
Confirmation Bake ‘n’ (S) 7pm
Run 11:30am
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Worship 8:30 and 10:30am Sharing Tree (F) 10am-4pm | Rotary Club (F) 6:30am Christmas Eve
Sunday School Christmas Can-Do Ringers (CH) Weight Watchers (B) Tai Chi (F) 10:30am AA (B) 8pm Worship:
Program, 10:30am 6:30pm 5:45pm Praise Ringers(CH)6pm Alanon (B) 8pm 4:00 pm-Family
Sharing Tree (F) 12-dpm Quilting (G) 7pm BS Troop 156 (C) 6:30pm Praise Singers(CH) 8pm 7:00 pm-Choral
Pack 259 (F) 7pm Men’s Club (G) 6:30pm ) 11:00 pm-Candlelight w/
Council (C) 7:30pm Symphonia Chorale (S) 7pm Communion
25 Christmas Day 30 31
. 26 27 28 29
Worship, 10:00 am
No Sunday School Office Closed Rotary Club (F) 6:30am . . . Wedding (S .
Can-Do Ringers (CIT) Weight Watchers (B) Tai Chi (F) 10:30am AA (B) 8pm g () Worship Spm
6:30pm 5:45pm Alanon (B) 8pm

Merry Christmas!

Symphonia Chorale (S) 7pm

Praise Ringers (CH) 6:30pm
Praise Singers (CH) 7:30pm

Happy New Year!






